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These letters of Roger Atkinson, an active and most opti- 
mistic business man in Virginia between 1750 and 1775, throw 
some light upon the conditions of the tobacco trade just before 
the Revolution, and digress, on the whole, interestingly to the 
more important affairs of the colony. A thorough study of busi- 
ness correspondence between the colonies (especially Virginia) 
and the mother country for the period 1769-1776 would be very 
illuminating. A great deal that is history is left unindexed in the 
Calendars and is not to be found in the State Paper offices. The 
extracts which follow show, through much diffuseness, the steady 
progression from discontent to independence — informed by a 
thoroughgoing belief in the resources of the new country. Nat- 
urally, the point of view is not quite that of the usual American 
observer at the time. 

Roger Atkinson was born at Whitehaven, Cumberland, June 
2 5. I7 2 5» [Registers of Trinity Church, Whitehaven,] the son of 
Roger and Jane (Benson) Atkinson. He came to Virginia about 
1750, settled near Petersburg, and married, April 21st, 1753, 
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Anne, daughter of John Pleasants. From 1760 to 1784 he was 
a member of the Vestry of Bristol Parish; dying shortly after 
1784. His house was called " Mansfield." 
Cf. 1, Slaughter: Bristol Parish, 137-140. 

2, Hening: VI, 277 (1752); VI, 294 (1752); VII, 568, 602 
(1762). 

3, William & Mary Coll. Quarterly, July, 1904. 

I. 

James River, Virg'a, July 5, 1769. 

To Messrs Lyonel and Samuel Lyde. 1 

******* 

"As the spirit of consigning is broke, & as ye Scotch are 
become ye Engrossers, ye price [of tobacco] will be kept up toler- 
ably well both here and with you. 20 years ago when ye Quan- 
tity was trifling compared with what it is now, for I remember 
when we took only 500 Hhds. at these Warehouses, whereas now 
in a good year ye Q'ty is 10,000 — the common cry then was that 
ye Markets would be overdone. Now the Q'ty here owing to 
the backland's settlements is amazingly encreased yet ye price 
encreases — also ye Demand. The Warehouses are a good deal 
thinner at this time of ye year than they used to be. The Tob'o 
is consumed somehow or other. The Consumers must encrease 
somewhere, no matter how or where. And notwithstand'g all 
the Geneva Physician or any other Physician has wrote or may 
write, I believe it will still be consumed. And I expect to see 
the Scotch* here very early and very busy ye next year in buy- 
ing all they can. I wrote you by Moyser that I expected there 
w'd be 45,000 Hhds. shipped this year — I still think so." 

By the Randolph, Capt. Robert Walker. 

II. 
James River, Virg'a, July 10, 1769. 
Mr. Samuel Gist, [London]. 

"Mr. Smith w'd write you how unlucky it was your signing 

1 London merchants, in the Virginia trade. 

•"The Glasgow people are become almost the sole Engrossers." 
Letter of Aug. 25, 1769 to Messrs Hyndman & Lancaster (London). 
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ye Merch'ts address to ye King in March. Your Name amongst 
ye rest has appeared in ye Papers here & tho' I am well assured 
ye Intention of many subscribers, of you in particular, was not 
inimical to America yet it is looked upon as such here & that 
They c'd not be ye Friends of ye Colonies. It will blow over 
by & bye — at present they are in a ferment." 
By the Randolph. 

III. 

James River, Virg'a, Aug. 25, 1769. 
Messrs Lyonel & Samuel Lyde. 

******* 
" I well know that when Tob'o is not to be got at these Ware- 
houses it is not to be got anywhere else in Virg'a. Perhaps it 
may not be generally known — but there is more Land & more 
good Land & more Inhabitants (& those yearly increasing) on 
ye South side of James River than there is in all Virg'a besides. 
There is more Tob'o in these warehouses than there is in all 
York or James River besides from head to foot — whenever any 
Tob'o is wanted, to dispatch a ship with Cash either in James 
River in York or in Rappa., and that is the case every year. 
These are the warehouses they constantly apply to — here they 
are supplied. * * * * There is but one Concern fr'm Glas- 
gow in all York River and that is Page's — and ye principal tells 
me ye Tob'o does not answer in Glasgow so well as ye James 
River. I mention these things only for the sake of truth and 
because you do not seem to understand the situation of this place 
— for when Mr. Lyonel Lyde was here, whom I remember seeing 
at Coll* Boiling's, there was but ab't 2,500 Hhds. bro't to these 
warehouses — whereas now in a common year ye Quantity is 
10,000 — so amazing is the increase." 

IV. 
Hampton in Virg'a, Nov'r 13, 1769. 
Capt. Benson Fearon.' 

******* 
"Our Assembly is now sitting — I send you by Capt. Barron 
ye Governor's speech & ye addresses in answer. Mr. Bunn will 

• A half-brother, living at the time in London. 
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bring them also by Foxe. You will give one to Mr. Foxecroft, 
Mr. Gale,' Mr. Lyde & Mr. Gist.' You will perceive that they 
are conciliatory & I hope in general that all Differences will be 
settled to ye mutual satisfaction of Britain & ye Colonies. Our 
Govern' r* here, altho' a Courtier, I believe is sincere, in short I 
hope he will prove a real Friend to both — their interests are 
mutual. 

Capt. Barron has a cask of Virg'a Pottatoes for you and ye 
Papers." 

V. 

Jas. River, Virg'a, Nov'r 13th, 1769. 
Samuel Martin, Esq'r.* 

"I send you by Capt. Thompson ye Governors' speech & ye 
addresses in answer. They are kind, very kind. Your country- 
men are a happy people. I wish in return you c'd say so of mine, 
but it is impossible — they are too good Englisnmen. God grant 
us [you] a happy Deliverance out of all our [your] Troubles." 
[sic.]' 

By the Nancy, Capt. Jas. Thompson. 

VI. 

Mr. Balfour's Little Engl'd, 8 July 30, 1770. 
Mr. Robert Bunn.* 

******* 

"Mrs. Horrocks & her sister are at this inst. at little Engl'd & 
have been here some weeks, for the benefit of ye sea air for Mrs. 

* London merchants. 

' Lord Botetourt. 

•Of London. Cf. Meade, I, 210. 

'Cf. Letter of same date to John Ponsonby, of Whitehaven. "The 
Americans are your natural Friends — they are more. They are your 
Descendants — part of yourselves. They are not degenerated — with ye 
aid of America & if you are true to yourselves, you may defy the rest 
of the world." 

"Little England is a farm near Hampton. — Ed. 

•Of London. 
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Horrocks, who is in an ill state of health & I believe was so before 
you left ye country. Mr. Horrocks 10 you w'd hear sometime 
ago was appointed one of his majesty's counsellors. So that 
family, you see, are dignified. He was before a dignified clergy- 
man. These things will happen in this country. Many years 
might have elapsed before this in all probability had happened in 
his own country — but you are not judges of merit — ye Britons 
are a corrupted — I am sorry to say it — a very corrupted People, 
I hope you will mend as you grow older — I trust you will — I 
think you are in a very fair way to be mended now. Follow 
Mr. Wilkes, he will show you." * * * 

' ' Pray send me the Newspapers & Magazines & Political Reg- 
isters regularly. Everything that relates to my old friend J. 
Wilkes, Esq'r. — for I never desire to read anything else except 
an Almanack, a Prayer Book & a Bible." 11 

VII. 

Appom'x, Jas. River, Virg'a, Sept. 4, 1770. 
Wm. Hicks, Esq'r. 12 

' ' I received your Favour of 6 of Feb'ry requesting my opinion 
ab't ye laying out of ab't ,£30,000 Sterl'g in good Lands pleas- 
antly situated on this Continent. This Letter I sh'd have 
answered sooner — but as it is a matter of consequence, it re- 
quired Consideration — altho' upon second thoughts, w'ch Mrs. 
Macaulay* tells Mr. Edm'd Burke are sometimes best, I might as 
well have answered it at once. For let the Gent'l buy where 
they will, I think they cannot fail of doing well — altho' I w'd 
most certainly prefer Virg'a — ye middle Colony — not only be- 
cause it is ye easiest of access by reason of ye goodness of its 
Coast & ye many fine Rivers running throughout — but upon 
account of ye goodness of the Land — ye clearness of ye sky & 

10 Commissary and President of William & Mary. Cf. Meade I, 168- 
573- 

11 Letter to Samuel Gist, of same date. " Send me the Middlesex Jour. 
«a/and a Pamphlet called, "Thoughts on ye Cause of ye present Dis- 
contents." [Edmund Burke's.] 

12 Of Whitehaven. Cf. Letters of William Lee, I, 121. 
* The political writer, Catherine Macauley. 
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ye salubrity of ye air — Add to this that ye People are very soci- 
able and intelligent — remarkably hospitable and kind — also that 
besides ye very valuable Staple of Tob'o — w'ch communibus 
annis say 50,000 Hhds. at £\o Sterl'g pr. hhd. is ,£500,000 
produce — of late wheat, than w'ch no country under the sun 
produces better, & that in great abundance — I say ye article of 
wheat, a kind of a second staple, is a prodigious addition. It 
will enrich ye People & add greatly to ye value of ye Lands. 
This I know to be ye Fact, without any Exaggeration." 

VIII. 
Appom'x, Jas. River, Virg'a, Jan'y 10, 177 1 

Mr. Samuel Gist. 

******* 
"As to the Association, if it could have been apprehended that 
ye northern people w'd not have kept it," it would not have 
been thought of here." * * * * 

IX. 
Appom'x, Ja's River, Virg'ia, March 8th, 1771. 

Messrs. Lyonel & Samuel Lyde. 

******* "As no ships 
have arrived from great- Britain for some time past fr'm any of 
ye Ports, we are very apprehensive of an embargo w'ch if it sh'd 
take place, will put a stop to our chartering here, or to your 
sending out any vessels for some time. We have sent as far as 
Baltimore Town in Maryland to try if any ships can be got there, 
or anything can be done betwixt this and that place." 

X. 
Appom'x, Ja's River, Virg'a, June 10, 1771. 

Messrs. Lyonel & Samuel Lyde. 

******** "We have had 
such a Fresh in James River as exceeds all Description or Be- 

"Non-importation Agreement of June 11, 1770. Roger Atkinson was 
a signer. Cf. Va. Hist. Register. Ill, 81 ft". 
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lief." In the middle of it I left Mr. Hanson to acq't you by a 
vessel then ab't to sail w'th ye particulars w'ch had then come to 
hand & proceeded up ye River to see it myself — that you might 
not be misled as in the storm in Sept., 1769 The Damage is 
infinitely more now. I had above 100 Hhds. at yediffer't Ware- 
houses up ye River, purchased for you, ye Damage of w'ch it 
is impossible to ascertain at present, as everything is in ye 
greatest confusion — many of ye hhds. not yet found & altho' ye 
Country will pay ye Loss," ye Disappointment is grievous — a 
multitude of ships in & daily arriving ye Tob'o for whom is gone. 
Upon ye whole, including ye Tob'o not inspected & washed out 
of ye Planters Houses (Houses and all carried down ye stream 
together) there is not less than 4000 Hhds. damage in James 
River & in Rapp'a & ye other Rivers ab't ye same Quantity. 
Appom' x happily has escaped . Worst of all is ye Loss of Land — 
in many places on ye low grounds ye soil is entirely gone— --all 

"Cf. Virginia Historical Register, II, 81— Letter of William Byrd, of 
*' Belvidere." 

Virginia, June 5th, 1685. 
To my father Horsmanden. 

Worthy Sir,— ********* 
About 5 weeks since here happened such a deluge that the like hath 
not been heard of in the memory of man; the water overflowing all my 
plantation came into my dwelling house. It swept away all our fences, 
destroyed all that was on the ground and carryed away the Hills (that 
were made for Tobacco) with all the top of the manured land, and what's 
more strange, carryed away a new Mill (Stores, House, and all as they 
were standing) about 150 yards downe the Creek, and being discovered 
by some of my people, they went with Boats and Ropes, towed her backe 
and moored her within 30 foot of the place shee stood in before; but I 
am forced to pull her to pieces again. The water hath ruined my crop 
and most of my neighbors, so that I fear we shall make little this year. 

Your obedient Son and serv't, 

W. B. 
[150 persons were drowned by the great fresh of 1771. See Campbell, 
P- 560] 

"Letter to the Lydes, July 22nd, 1771— " Our Assembly is broke up 
after voting ,£30,000 to be struck in Paper Money as an aid to ye specie 
already in ye Treasury— to pay ye Losses on Tob'o damage at ye Ware- 
houses by ye late great Fresh." 
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the Fences, together with ye Tob'o that was planted thereon & 
ye Plant Patches — ye next year it will be more severely felt. 
Mr. Walter King of Bristol has lost in soil only at least nine 
thousand Pounds." 

XI. 

Appom'x, Ja's River, Virg'a, Aug. 25th, 1772. 
Lyonel & Samuel Lyde, Esqrs. 

' ' However highly you may think of a landed estate in this 
country, upon your exchange & in your counting houses (& I 
well know your opinions ab't it) ye time will come and that too 
at no great distance, when such Lands cannot be purchased for 
any Money — especially those near this Town of Petersburg — 
fr'm whence I am well convinced that 20,000 hhds. of upland 
Tob'o & made upon ye best & freshest Lands, in a very 
few years, say 5 to 6 years, & I believe in less, will be 
shipped — and this I suppose on an average of years may be yiA 
of what will be made in all Virg'a," for tho' ye Quantity of 
Tob'o encreases greatly above on ye uplands, it declines below on 
ye old worn out Lowlands where they can make none without 
manuring and that too but little and at a too great expence. 
* * * * Indeed I know that they [estates] are encreasing 
greatly & must ever encrease, so long as ye Race of Man en- 
creases. Sir it is w'th great Pleasure I acq't you that we have 
now got another staple of late years, as it were created, viz: 
Wheat, w'ch will I believe in a little time be equal if not superior 
to Tob'o — is more certain & of w'ch we shall in a few years 
make more in Virg'ia than all the Province of Pennsylvania put 
together, altho' it is their staple commodity. It is our warm 
generous sun here that does all this for us — yet we are perpetu- 
ally quarreling w'th it every hot Summer's Day as if it was our 
greatest Enemy, tho' in reality it is our greatest Blessing — Un- 
grateful man, dissatisfied even with Length of Days & Sunshine! 

"Cf. Burnaby's Travels through North America. New York, 1904 
[Wessels], p. 45-46. Estimated in 1760, between 50,000 and 60,000 hogs- 
heads exported. 
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But such we are, such we have always been even when fed w'th 
Manna by Heaven, & such I fear we shall remain until ye end of 
time. The curr't Price for Wheat is now 5s. per bushel & our 
poorest Lands will produce it in great abundance & never fails 
to produce it, altho' it be our poorest Land — but ye Richer Lands 
will still produce it in greater abundance. I do not believe there 
is a finer country under ye sun, take it altogether ye rich Land 
& ye poor, for any grain. Poor Cumberland my native County 
I know cannot produce it, even upon greatly improved Lands, 
for want of sun — & I know not how it is but in proportion as ye 
Lands are more cleared & cultivated Tob' o does not grow so 
kindly as formerly it used to do. I leave this to your Philoso- 
phers and Virtuosi, men deeply skilled in all sorts of science & 
in particular in mysterious things that cannot be explained except 
by Them — but such is the naked fact. I believe that Sicily itself 
tho' so famed, w'd not be superior were our best Lands as well 
& as deeplv ploughed, & managed as theirs is — with ye same 
culture I am convinced it w'd not be nearly equal. Since I have 
been in this Country, I can shew it on my books now, Wheat 
bought at 2s. 2d. Curr'y pr. bushel — & many & many a time 
have I heard our Planters say that if they c'd depend on getting 
only 2s. 6d. Currency, they w'd never plant one plant of Tob'o. 
The price of Wheat is now twice 2s. 6d. pr. bushel & yet they 
still plant more than ever of Tob'o. ***** 
I well remember too the cry then & ever since, that ye Markets 
w'd be overstocked — I believe they never will more than a year 
or so, whatever you may write ab't it — for ye Consumption evi- 
dently doth encrease & if in proportion, pray where is ye Differ- 
ence ? Besides, where else, in what Country or climate, can you 
make Tob'o except in America? O yes, you may say, in Ger- 
many, in Russia, & even in Engl'd. Then make it if you can, 
eat it I say, & be thankful — but I know what poor stuff it is & 
that it cannot be done. However, something must be said when- 
ever you have a mind to knock down ye prices, w'ch w'th all ye 
Management & all ye Address you can exert (& I know you are 
very adroit) will never be so low as formerly — it is impossible 
in the nature of things & contrary to its course and will be 
kicking against the pricks — for both Lands and Slaves are 4, 5, 
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6 to 10 times dearer than they were then — at ^15 Currn'y ye 
best Slaves have been bought here & Tob'o then selling at 15s. 
to 16s. 8d. Currn'y pr C't & I believe for less. I don't know 
but at 12s. 6d. pr. C't & ye Exchange I believe near Currency 
for sterling or not higher than from 5 to 10 pr. C't. As to Lands 
ye Difference, as you term it, is immense & as Lord Botetourt 
used to say, exceeds all Idea — one acre now will cost more than 100 
acres used to cost — judge then if Tob'o can be planted at ye 
prices heretofore ! I know that it cannot & if reduced low for 
a year or so, it may & will I believe be a happy circumstance for 
this country — where it is worthy of observation that every low, 
vile, pitiful, selfish, shortsighted plan calculated & fabricated by 
your wise men & Legislators to injure and to ruin it hath evi- 
dently tended in ye end to establish and enrich it. It is w'th 
pleasure I have observed this & I hope I shall always see such 
shortsightedness come to nothing, for however such management 
might succeed for a year or so, yet as I said before it w'd then I 
think be a happy Thing for this Country & I do verily believe 
it will therefore happen, as it w'd then force ye People to go 
upon something else than Tob'o w'ch they could very easily do. 
I do most sincerely wish that they w'd — indeed I know that they 
in ust * 

XII. 

Mansf'd, Oct. 1st, 1774. 
Mr. Samuel Pleasants." 

I have sent you pr. Capt. Holden 4 pigs of ye true East India 
or small kind, viz: 2 for yourself & 2 for your father Pemberton. 
They are the best sort of hogs I ever had & I have had every 
kind of English & ye Virg'a breed. I hope they will get safe 
to hand, that when I come again to Phil'a, w'ch I fully intend to 
do, please God I live and can accomplish it, I may see some of 
their Descendants. 

The times seem to require something to be said on public 
affairs — and as it will help to lengthen my Letter — as I am in a 
scribbling mood & you have formerly censured me for Brevity & 
above all as I am in Duty bound to give you every possible 

"Of Philadelphia— a brother-in-law. 
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Satisfaction, I obey ye Call. First and foremost then our 7 
Delegates from Virg'a. I will begin w'th them in order as they 
were chosen, altho* I ought to have wrote you this letter long 
ago — but you will remember I was not at home — I will however 
freely and with Candour give you my opinion ab' t them now, 
and I do it w'th ye greater pleasure, because being your Country- 
men & knowing them to be very clever I expect they will do 
even you honour as a Virginian & at ye same time do credit to 
my opinion — besides it will be a greater test of my opinion if 
true — as we have yet heard Nothing of their proceedings nor, as 
I am told, shall hear anything until all is finished — a very wise 
determination, I think — but I expected Wisdom, Firmness, De- 
cency & Spirit fr'm them. Cruelly shall I be disappointed if I 
hear otherwise. Well, ye first chosen was our worthy Speaker, 1 * 
a venerable character whom I well know & love — as a speaker, 
that is ye least venerable part of his character. He is not an 
orator — but he is an honest man — has knowledge, temper, ex- 
perience, judgm't, & above all things Integrity & a true Roman 
spirit was there occasion to produce it. He, I find, is ye Chair- 
man. 

The choice will reflect honour on ye Judges & ye Chairman 
will do honour to all America, to human Nature & let me tell 
you, will under God, with reverence I speak it, be ye Salvation 
of Britain — but I will not digress. 

The next choice was Rich'd Henry Lee, a Brother to Mr. 
Sheriff Lee of London, 1 * who married, you must know. Miss. 
Ludwell of Greenspring near W'msburg, a Brother also of 
Arthur Lee, Esq'r of London a Member & I believe a very able 
member to ye famous Bill of Rights Society. He is a regular 
bred Physician but at present studying ye Laws of England at 
ye Temple. This gen' is, they tell me & I believe they say 
right, ye famous Junius Americanus who writes in the English 
papers under that signature — is a popular writer & ye next best 
writer in my Poor opinion as Lord Chatham says to ye real 
Junius, whoever or whatever ye real Junius his name may be. 

"Peyton Randolph. 

"William Lee, fifth son of Thomas Lee, of "Stratford." 
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Now that I have spoken of ye English Junius — pray what has 
become of our American Junius? Sleepest thou Dickenson ! 

3|C 3|£ 9|C *n *p *p *p 

Our second choice (J. dread ye length of this L'r & so I fear 
do you) was & I hope will always be (for I w'd if possible keep 
this gentleman firm & faithful in his country's cause & I think 
he will be so kept — tor I know his value, as true a trout as ever 
swam, as staunch a hound as ever ran) Rich'd Henry Lee, Esq'r. 
This gentleman, I say, was ye 2d choice & he w'd have been my 
2d choice. * * * Ye 3d gentleman Col'o Washing- 
ton, was bred a soldier — a warriour, & distinguished himself in 
early life before & at ye Death of ye unfortunate but intrepid Brad- 
dock. He is a modest man, but sensible & speaks little — in 
action cool, like a Bishop at his prayers. The 4th a real half 
Quaker, Patrick Henry, your Brother's man — moderate & mild 
& in religious matters a Saint but ye very Devil in Politicks— a 
son of Thunder — Boan-Erges — the Patriotic Farmer' will explain 
this — I know it is above your Thumbs. He will shake ye Senate 
& some years ago had like to have talked Treason in ye House, 
in these times a very useful man, a notable American, very stern 
& steady in his country's cause & at ye same time such a fool 
that I verily believe it w'd puzzle even a king to buy him off- 
he's a second Shippen — oh that he had the handling of some of 
our Courtiers — for instance, was it North" or South — Scotch Eng- 
lish or Welsh (ye poor Irish have enough of it in their own coun- 
try) our Patrick w'd certainly be very uncivil — he is no Macaroni. 
The 5th, Lieut. Col'o Bland, a very old experienced veteran at 
ye Senate or ye Bar — staunch & tough as whitleather — has some- 
thing of ye look of musty old Parchen'ts w'ch he handleth & 
studieth much. He is also a great Cronologer alias a Conjurer. 
He formerly wrote a Treatise on Water Baptism ag'st ye Quakers 
w'ch he miscalled ye Quaker Doctrine of Water Baptism — for 
you know they deny all Water Baptism — him you know. 

The 6th, Col'o Benjamin Harrison, your near Neighbour in 



"John Dickenson. 

"Lord North. It is difficult to say whether this is witticism or epis- 
tolary prudence. In letters to England the writer is always guarded. 
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Virg'a I need not describe to you. He is Brother in Law to our 
worthy Speaker — "She is my Aunt Jack" — ask ye Farmer — for 
I am suie he has read Clarissa. The 7th <& last & best — but 
they are all good — & as this gentleman, Mr. Pendleton, is ye 
last on ye List, I w'd willingly bring him in amongst ye first, as 
I really believe he merits — for ye first shall be last & ye last first, 
as ye Scripture saith — he is likewise a humble, religious man & 
therefore of course must be exalted. He is also a very pretty, 
smoothtongued speaker, & I think tho* not so old may be well 
compared to old Nestor in Homer — in ye words of Pope — w'th 
w'ch I shall conclude for I am really tired myself whatever you 
may be — 

"Experienced Nestor, in persuasion skill'd, 
Words sweet as honey fr'm his lips distill'd."" 

XIII. 

Wms'burg, Nov. 23d, 1776. 
Samuel Pleasants, 

So much for business, now for Politicks. 

I have been in this city (Wms'burg) 10 Days — to take a view 
of our new Assembly, now sitting — under ye happy auspices of 
ye People only. I confess I am pleased — and tho' it is composed 
of men not quite so well dressed, nor so politely educated, nor 
so highly born as some Assemblies I have formerly seen — yet 
upon ye whole I like their Proceedings — & upon ye whole rather 
better than formerly. They are ye People's men (and ye People 
in general are right). They are plain and of consequence less 
disguised, but I believe to ye full as honest, less intriguing, more 
sincere. I wish ye People may always have Virtue enough & 
Wisdom enough to chuse such plain men — sure I am they will 
always find their Acc't in it (that is to say, They will find their 
truest Interest in preparing such Representatives). Not but 
what we have likewise our Ciceros & our Hampdens. We have 
them both (& I trust your Country, Virginia, will always have 
such men) ye Favourites of Heaven, of large, liberal, & ex- 

"Cf. Meade, I, 220-221, where this letter is given, much abridged. 
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panded Ideas — of generous and noble sentiments — such in a few 
words, as do honour to ye human species — to ye name of Man. 
We have writers too in this our House of Commons — tho' w'th 
greater Propriety, I think, they call themselves ye house of 
Delegates. * * * * I say, We have writers also, not in- 
ferior even to your famousPennsylvania Farmer — who you know, 
was always a favourite of mine — as a Proof of this, I send you 
ye enclosed Paper. 

The House are now upon the Bill for no Ecclesiastical Estab- 
lishment" by Law — The People (i. e.) ye diflf't religious Per- 
suasions or Congregations to pay their own Preachers only & 
that voluntarily & of their own free will & not to pay by As- 
sessm't. And this, in my opinion, will ensure faithful & able 
Teachers & entitle them to Rewards equal to their Respective 

Merits." 

XIV. 

[Fragment — No date — To a correspondent in England, who 
had left Virginia on the outbreak of the War.] 

"You would frequently hear from Mr. . He and John 

■ have carried on a very profitable Trade for Themselves — 



altho' I know very injurious to the public — it is what I call a 
public calamity & hath been of more disservice in this contest 
than anything else — I wholly condemn it. No private Trade 
during ye War ought to have been allowed in any of ye States. 
* * * I send this Letter to you direct, to ye care of Sir 
Lyonel [Lyde]" but I have not wrote as I Know you will shew 
him this, w'ch will answer ye same purpose — only give my re- 
spects to him— to his Brother — to Mr. Gist — Mr. King — Mr. 
Thornthwaite &c. &c. * * * You would be surprised at 
ye changes & chances in so short a time. I have got almost to 
ye bottom so must conclude w'th wishing you all health & hap- 
piness. 

Send me if possible magazines. 

Your sincere & affect' n 

Roger Atkinson. 

""Act for Exempting the different Societies of Dissenters," &c. Passed 
Dec, 1776. 
"A City Knight whose device might have been the Elian "Quid rides." 
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Tob'o is at ^10 & will be higher. Indian corn fr'm ^io to 
^20 pr. Barrel. Wheat ^3 pr. bushel. Pease ^3, oats £2 & 
plenty of each. 

Money plenty amongst ye People. 

They will fight it out & fight like Devils — fine sport. What 
hopes of subduing such a People ? God-almighty frowns upon 
you. Why provoke him farther ? * * * Mrs. Boiling is 
now here & desires her respects — your god-Daughter Marianna* 
is a fine girl — you must not forget her. Jerman Baker is a Rep- 
resentative for Chest'd County & now in ye house. He thrives 
apace — has 2 fine children & is in high estimation. Dick Taylor 
is erecting and hath begun a very fine Merch't Mill on ye stream 
w'ch he bought of Joseph Hardaway, just below Blanford — 400 
acres, ^2700. Ye mill &c will cost, he tells me, better than 
,£10,000. They say it is a very good place. Dick will be rich 
& I think he deserves it. Ross Shore, McConico & Tom Pleas- 
ants have rented for 9 years Mrs. Boiling's & Mr. Tabb's Merch't 
Mill at ;£iooo per Annum. They say Themselves They will 
make an immense Profit, not less than ,£10,000 to ^20,000 pr. 
Annum." 

,6 Cf. Slaughter, Bristol Parish, p. 743. Marianna, daughter of Robert 
& Mary (Tabb) Boiling of " Bollingbrook," b. 1769. 
"£1,000 to .£2,000 sterling. 



